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ELQQR DEBATE

CLERK: Mr. President, th e  amendment w o u l d  r ead as follows, and
I b e lieve it's b e i n g  input into the system, to amend FA917, 
wh i c h  is the committee amendment t hat ha s  b e e n  adopted on 
page 15, line 12, strike th e  w o r d  "only". (FA934, Legislative
Journal p a g e  1046.)

S E N AT OR CHAMBERS: Was stricken, right.

S P E AK ER KRISTENSEN: W e ' r e  no w  b a c k  to d e b a t i n g  that substitute
amendment. S e nator Chambers, you' v e  a l r e a d y  e x p l a i n e d  it. I 
will let yo u  con t i n u e  if y o u  care to, at t his point.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, t h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker, and I don't
think it w ill take long now. I can u n d e r s t a n d  t he confusion. 
Once I saw the w ay that I h a d  d r a f t e d  it, i n s tead of d o i n g  what 
I i ntended to do, I w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  more. A n d  if yo u  had 
adopted that, it w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  w h a t  I wanted. So no w  to 
deal w i t h  w hat is b e f o r e  you, if w e  stri k e  the w o r d  "only" from 
the e xisting law, it m e a n s  that the f u n d  exists just as it does
now. M o n e y  can b e  spent b y  DE Q  only for the p u r p o s e s  listed in
the bill. B ut b y  r e m o v i n g  the w o r d  " o n l y”, we do no t  put
ourselves in the b i n d  if a future c o n t i n g e n c y  arises of having
to c i r c umvent that w o r d  "only". Strike "only" and DE Q  is not
given any a d d i tional autho r i t y  to spend this money. DE Q  is 
shackled b y  the l anguage t hat will be left in th e  bill. If DEQ 
or anyb ody  e lse felt t hat th e  m o n e y  in t hat f und should go for 
some other purpose, t h a t  other p u r p o s e  c o u l d  n ot b e  achieved 
unless the L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t e d  am e n d a t o r y  legislation. So by 
striking "only", w e  pu t  this fund on t h e  same f o oti ng  as all
other funds t hat w e r e  c r e a t e d  statutorily. W e  set out w hat the 
pu r p o s e  is. If a p o i n t  is reached, as has b e e n  r e ached this 
session, fo r g e t t i n g  ho w  I feel about w h a t  w e ' r e  doing, the money 
can be taken, as it is b e i n g  t a k e n  this time, bu t  y ou won't have 
to listen to s ome body u p  h e r e  like mys e l f  b r o w b e a t  you about 
viola t i n g  a p r i n c i p l e  or a standard w h i c h  see m e d  to suggest that 
this fund is to be t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  f rom  e v e r y  other one that 
exists b e c a u s e  of the exist e n c e  in th e  s t atute of the word 
"only". W h e n  somet h i n g  is as simple as this, the longer the 
explanation, the m o r e  b e f u d d l e d  peop l e  m a y  become, so I'm going 
to stop now, s u ggest that y o u  adopt the amendment. Bu t  if you
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